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#PrintCSS 
 
• New(er) tools!


• What's missing?  


• What's annoying?


• New #PrintCSS resources


• Standardization deadlock?



What is print-css.rocks?

• www.print-css.rocks 

• Platform for vendor/project-neutral information  
about PrintCSS aka W3C „CSS Paged Media“


• PrintCSS lessons


• Overview over PrintCSS tools


• Comparison of PrintCSS tools in the context of a specific CSS feature


• since XMLPrague 2017


• major Corona update with new 4 new tools and visual improvements



Newer PrintCSS Tools

Established Tools Newer Tools

PrinceXML (commercial) Typeset.sh (PHP, commercial)

Antennahouse (commercial) WeasyPrint (Python, free)

PDFreactor (commercial) Vivliostyle (Javascript, Chromium, free)

PagedJS (Javascript, Chromium, free)



What’s missing in PrintCSS tools? 
(highly opinionated)

• CSS Grid 

• CSS Flexbox 

• full featured footnote support (single and multi-column environments) with 
different formatting options


• more complete and universal Javascript support 



What’s annoying in PrintCSS tools?

• defaults for margins, borders, font parameters etc. different  
across all tools (e.g. page area defaults)


• Footnotes


• Standardization incomplete (GCPM-3)


• implementation variations across tools  (in particular in multi column contexts)


• different (supported) rendering behaviors (lists vs. inline markers, footnote-display)


• Lacking support for adaptive rendering using custom Javascript code  
(e.g. adjust image sizes, adjust font-sizes on-the-fly)


• many useful extensions across all tools but usually only existent in one tools  
(e.g. HTML inclusions support xhtml() of PDFreactor)



PrintCSS.live by Andreas Zettl



PrintCSS.net by Andreas Zettl



Deadlock in standardization process? 
(my personal observation and opinion!)

• currently no leadership for PrintCSS regarding CSS Paged Media  
and related standards


• frozen/dead standardization process


• commercial vendors implement the W3C standards and  
their own extensions based on business/customer requirements


• free PrintCSS projects stick (strictly) to the W3C standard  
(„We only extend our functionality under the guidance of the W3C“)


• (almost) no discussion among vendors and projects


• 💀 Are we in a standardization deadlock? 💀


